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2025 Presentation Statement-001

Say That Studios is proud to present its inaugural contributors, sound artists Blair Ebony Smith and
Divena “JesusNiece” Cage. For this iteration, contributors were invited to submit work in their
preferred medium, prompted by highlighting or expanding on radical and resistant traditions and
history, site-specific histories and signifiers and the 2025 Pantone color of the year (PANTONE
17-1230 Mocha Mousse) as jumping off points. These references were not requirements or
restrictions—the ultimate goal is for contributors to submit completed projects that represent
their genuine curiosities, thoughts and explorations. Submitted works debuted in the Say That
Studios Camera Obscura Listening Room sessions at the Goat Farm, during the ElI Columpio
mini-residency offered by The Creatives Project Summer 2025.

Contributions//

Blair Ebony Smith, What Makes Us, Us, 2025. 24 minutes, 28 seconds.

Both collaborative and poignantly Georgia-referential, What Makes Us, Us brings together a
number of sounds, samples and enduring Black voices to weave a web of vulnerable artist
thoughts, communal curiosities and shared grief that spans across time and multiple
touchpoints. From Alice Walker and Bernice Johnson Reagon to Aquemini and field recordings
from Makeda Jean Lewis-Kinuthia, What Makes Us, Us is defined by a direct and tender
intentionality.

Divena “JesusNiece” Cage, SS2, 2025. 48 minutes, 2 seconds.

Focusing on contagious self-affirmation and acquiring the tools needed to navigate the pressures
of daily life through building community, self-reflection, humility and acceptance, Divena submits
SS2 for consideration. Over the course of more than 40 minutes, Divena offers carefully selected
and placed excerpts and pockets of funk, disco and original songs to conjure reconnection to
past eras in service of reverence and understanding for the present and for collective growth as
influenced by individual growth. This submission features sounds including, but not limited to,
Nikki Giovanni reading Cotton Candy on a Rainy Day (1978), Bumpy'’s Lament (1971) by Soul
Mann & The Brothers, Sade Like a Tattoo (Skep’s Jungle Edit) (2023) by Skep and Respect
Yourself (1972) by The Staple Singers.

About the Artists//

Blair Ebony Smith (artist alter ego, lovenloops) is a practicing artist-scholar and lover. As a
sample-based sound artist, DJ and homegirl with Black girl celebratory collective/band, Saving
Our Lives, Hear Our Truths (SOLHOT) We Levitate, Blair deepened her love for Black sound,
music and making space for Black girlhood celebration with Black girls. Her art and scholarship
explore themes of memory, loops, home, collectivity, everlasting love and sound/listening. She is
working on a multi-modal digital book project titled Love and Loops: Memory, Time, Sound &
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Black Girlhood. Recent exhibitions and curations include the Krannert Art Museum (lllinois) and
the Luminary (St. Louis). She has performed as a DJ and sound artist with her bandmates
across the nation at various institutions, and solo at Richmond Independent Radio, Institute of
Contemporary Art VCU, Diggin in the Crates at Virginia Tech, and Slo’ Mo’ Queer Dance Party in
Chicago, lllinois and more. Since 2014, She has composed sample-based sound art, beats, and
loops under her alter ego, lovenloops released tracks on SoundCloud and Bandcamp, making
music with lovers, friends, and homegirls. She released her first project, Don't Ever Forget It
(2016) with Roman Norfleet’s independent label Soulvember Records (circa 2016-2018) based
in Los Angeles, CA. Blair is currently an Assistant Professor of Art Education and Gender &
Women’s Studies at the University of lllinois, Urbana-Champaign. Now, she is dreaming,
teaching, studying, remembering and making wholeheartedly what might open us to listening and
moving towards love, slowly and generously.

‘My dad is a guitar player, my mom’s a background singer. I've been djing for 6 years—but I've
always been around music or affected by it...I think it is about bringing people together. | think if
a bunch of people are in one space, it's not necessarily the same person-we're all different-but
music can touch us all [simultaneously]’.

Divena can be found with fresh ingredients and space to play. She is based in Atlanta, GA.


https://failedpoemrecords.bandcamp.com/album/dont-ever-forget-it-reissue
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